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books, that travellers might have entertainment for the mind, as well as the body. He praised the design, but wished there had been more books, and those better chosen.
About a mile from Monbocldo, where you turn off the road, Joseph was waiting to tell us my lord expected us to dinner. We drove over a wild moor. It rained, and the scene was somewhat dreary. Dr. Johnson repeated, witli solemn emphasis, Macbeth's speech on meeting the witches. As we travelled on, he told me,' Sir, you got into our club by doing what a man can do'. Several of the members wished to keep you out. Burke told me, he doubted if you were fit for it: but, now you are in, none of them are sorry. Burke says, that you have so much good humour naturally, it is scarce a virtue3.' BOSWELL. ''They were afraid of you, Sir, as it was you who proposed inc.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, they knew, that if they refused you, they'd probably never have got in another. I'd have kept them all out. Beauclerkwa.s very earnest for you.' BOSWELL. ' Beauclerk has a keenness of mind which is very uncommon.' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir; and everything comes from him so easily. It appears to me that I labour, when I say a good thing.' BOSWELL. 'You are loud, Sir; but it is not an effort of mind8.'
Monbodclo is a wretched place, wild and naked, with a. poor old house; though, if I recollect right, there are two turrets which mark an old baron's residence. Lord Moii-boddo received us at his gate most courteously; pointed to the Douglas arms upon his house, and told us that his great-grandmother was of that family. ' In such houses (said he)
1  This, I find, is considered as obscure.   I suppose Dr. Johnson, meant, that I assiduously and earnestly recommended myself to some of the members, as in a canvass lor an election into parliament.   BOSWELL,   See ante, ii. 270.
2  Goldsmith in Retaliation, a few months later, wrote of William Burke :—
'Would you ask for his merits? alas! he had none; What was good was spontaneous, his faults were his own.' See ante, iii. 412, note i. D Sec ante, iii. 295, 444, 482.
oui-ereby some have entertained angels unawares.'   Hebrews, xiii. 2.
